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Statues  of 
Abraham  Lincoln 


Anna  Hyatt  Huntington 
Midland,  Michigan 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 


From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 
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Contact 

Don  Bur  chard,   Director 
Public  Relations 
Midland,  Mich.  48640 
(517) 631-1600 

2/7/68 


Midland,  Mich.   --  "Lincoln  on  the  Prairie,"  the  only  equestrian 
statue  of  the  Civil  War  President  ever  sculptured   wasdonated  to  Northwood 
Institute  by  the  sculpturess,  Mrs.  Anna  Hyatt  and  Dr.   Carleton  Smith,  will 
be  dedicated  Monday,  Feb.   12,  Lincoln's  birthday. 

Dedication  ceremonies  are  scheduled  for  2:00  p.m.  at  the  statue  site, 
the  corner  of  Jordan  Lecture  hall.     In  the  event  of  inclement  weather  the 
program  will  be  in  the  Student  Union. 

Provost  M.  Gene  Arnold  will  give  the  invocation,  Rick  Quinones, 
president  of  the  Student  Senate  will  give  the  address  of  welcome.     Dr.  W. 
Victor  Bielinski,  dean  of  the  central  staff,  will  speak  on  "The  Legacy  of 
Lincoln." 

President  Arthur  E.  Turner  will  make  the  official  dedication  address 
and  R.  Gary  Stauffer,  executive  vice  president  of  Northwood,  will  pronounce 
the  benediction. 

more— 


PUBLIC      RELATIONS     DEPARTMENT      •     NORTHWOOD      INSTITUTE     /     MICHIGAN      •      INDIANA     •     TEXAS 


Lincoln  Statue  --  add  1 


The  14-foot  statue,  weighing  five  tons  and  valued  at  more  than 
$100,000,  is  one  of  only  two  in  the  nation.     The  other  is  now  in  Springfield, 
111.  ,  after  being  displayed  at  the  N^w  York  World's  Fair  where  it  was  seen 
by  80  million  people. 

Gift  of  the  statue  was  inspired  by  talks  between  Mrs.  Huntington, 
President  Turner  and  Dr.  Smith  at  Mrs.  Huntington's  studio  in  Connecticutt, 
The  creator  of  the  statue  was  born  in  Bement,  111.,  where  Lincoln  and 
Douglas  met  and  first  agreed  to  hold  their  historic  debates. 

Mrs.  Huntington,   now  almost  92  years  old,  has  sculptured  more 
American  presidents  than  any  other  person.     She  also  is  widely  known  for 
her  sculptures  of  animals  and  her  work  is  displayed  in  art  museums  across 
the  nation. 

The  equestrian  statue  was  selected  by  President  Turner  from  among 
Mrs.  Huntington's  works  on  a  recent  visit  to  her  studio.    It  was  cast  at  an 
art  foundry  on  Long  Island  and  brought  to  Midland  by  special  truck. 
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** THAT  WE  HERE  HI  GHLY  RESOLVE  THAT 

THESE  DEAD  SHALL  NOT  HAVE  DIED  IN  VAIN 
THAT  THIS  NATION,  UNDER  GOD,  SHALL  HAVE 
A  NEW  BIRTH  OF  FREEDOM  -  AND  THAT  GOVER- 
NMENT OF  THE  PEOPLE,  BY  THE  PEOPLE,  FOR 
THE  PEOPLE,  SHALL  NOT  PERISH  FROM  THE 
EARTH." 

THE  GETTYSBURG  ADDRESS 
NOVEMBER  19,  1863 


NORTHWOOD  INSTITUTE 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN: 


ON  THE  PRAIRIE 


DEDICATION 


MONDAY,   FEBRUARY  12,  1968 
2:00  P.M. 


MIDLAND  CAMPUS 


MIDLAND,  MICHIGAN 


PtUHfSlGJto 


INVOCATION 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN: 


M.  Gene  Arnold 
Provost 


ON  THE  PRAIRIE 


WELCOME 


Rick  Quinones 
Pres.  Student  Senate 


THIS  BRONZE    EQUESTRIAN   STATUE    IS 
OF    YOUNG    ABRAHAM  LINCOLN,     WHEN 
HE  WAS  A   LAW  STUDENT  AND  RESIDENT 
OF  NEW  SALEM. 


LEGACY  OF  LINCOLN' 


Dr.  Victor  Bielinski 
Dean  of  the  Central  Staff 


IT  IS  THE  WORK  OF  THE  DISTINGUISHED 
SCULPTRESS,  ANNA  HYATT  HUNTINGTON. 


DEDICATION 


Arthur  E.  Turner 

Pres.  Northwood  Institute 


ACCEPTANCE 


Howard  C.  Grimes 
Chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees 


BENEDICTION 


R.  Gary  Stauffer 
Executive  Vice  Pres. 
Northwood  Institute 


THE  LEGACY  OF  LINCOLN 

Lincoln  is  one  of  the  outstanding  men  in  the  history  of  the  world.  He 
is  compared  to  Jesus  Christ."  in  the  weight  of  his  personal  influence  on  the 
behavior  of  mankind.  He  is  the  most  written -about  American.  Over  4,000 
"books  and  booklets  have  been  written  about  him  with  various  themes  and  in 
many  countries. 

The  reason  he  is  so  judged  is  that  he  achieved  in  his  life  time  the 
highest  degree  of  personal  success  from  the  humblest  of  beginnings — a  rise 
which  captures  the  imagination  of  people  of  all  ages  and  in  all  places. 

What  kind  of  person  was  Lincoln  as  a  youth?  From  age  8  on  he  was  large 
for  his  age,  long  and  lanky,  with  a  head  of  thick  coarse,  dark  hair.  At 
that  age  he  was  using  a  regular  axe  and  doing  regular  work  around  the  house, 
yard,  and  farm. 

By  age  l8  he  had  reached  his  full  growth- -6  ft.  k   inches,  180  pounds, 
lean  and  sinewy  body,  boney  frame,  sloping  shoulders,  long -limbed, 
especially  long  legs.  He  developed  this  body  to  great  strength  and  was 
a  well-rounded  athlete.  ' 

The  activities  which  occupied  him  from  age  8  through  l8  were — 
clearing  standing  trees  from  land;  splitting  logs  into  rails,  cross -cutting 
logs  into  cord  wood;  whip-sawing  timbers  into. planks  and  boards;  busting 
sod  to  prepare  land  for  planting  crops;  planting  and  hoeing  crops  of  all 
kinds;  cradling  grain  at  harvest;  husking  corn;  milking  cows;  helping  at 
house  and  barn -raisings. 

It  is  from  these  activities  that  he  learned  to  appreciate  hard  work, 
to  be  alert  to  things  about  him,  and  to  observe  people.  As  a  youth  and 
a  young  man,  he  learned  a  lot  from  these  necessary  activities.  And  between 
all  of  these  jobs  Lincoln  read  everything  he  could  get. 


How  did  he  learn?  Lincoln  attended  school  in  two  places:   lj  age  6  to  % 
he  went  to  a  "blab"  school,  2  miles  from  his  Knob  Creek,  Kentucky  home.  A 
"blab"  school  was  one  with  few  books  —  only  slate,  charcoal,  and  a  te&chsr 
and  the  lessons  consisted  of  reading  aloud  laatoad  of  client  rwling  study. 
&)  A$8ti  -10  to  15  he  attended  3  different  Pigeon  Creek  schools  near  Gontryville 
Indiana  during  parts  of  winters.  Total  time  of  his  school  attendance  was  less 
than  1  full  school  year  as  we  know  it  today. 

He  learned  from  his  mother  and  his  step-mother  how  to  read  and  write. 
He  developed  an  avid  passion  for  reading,  writing,  and  speaking.  He  listened 
carefully  to  people  who  visited  the  area  and  later  he  would  repeat  their 
words  and  sentences.  He  talked  out  loud  to  family  and  friends  about  the 
meaning  of  what  was  said.  He  learned  to  concentrate  and  to  think  by  practice. 

He  acquired  the  ability  to  write  with  precision,  accuracy,  clarity, 
rhythm,  and  interest  from  what  he  read,  heard,  and"  saw.  He  did  not  follow 
the  popular  speakers  and  writers  of  the  day  who  spoke  and  wrote  in  what  we 
call  today  a  flowery  language.  He  showed  initiative  by  developing  his  own 
style  of  writing  and  speaking. 

In  the  opinion  of  many  he  is  probably  the  best-known  example  of  a 
perlon  who  believed  in  and  did  something  about  adult  education  on  his  own. 
He  did  this  by  borrowing  books  from  everyone  within  a  50 -mile  circuit  of 
the  Gentryville  area.  The  books  he  read  ranged  widely  from  the  Bible  to 
Shakespeare,  from  elemental  grammar  to  geometry,  and  astronomy,  from 
school  books  to  newspapers. 

He  had  studied  the  techniques  of  surveying  to 'get  a  job  as  a  surveyor 
in  Indiana.  While  working  in  stores  and  doing  handy  work,  he  read  the  Laws 
of  Indiana  and  Blackstone's  Commentaries,  considered  at  that  time  the  basic  ' 
law  book  for  English  and  American  law  students.   In  New  Salem,  Illinois 
where  he  took  a  job  in  a  store,  he  read  more,  traveled  again  down  the 


Mississippi  River,  served  in  the  Army  in  the  Black  Hawk  War,  and  returned  to 
New  Salem  to  become  postmaster  and  surveyor. .  He  continued  to  study  lav, 
read  other  hooks  and  newspapers,  and  talked  with  everyone.  He  was  elected 
to  the  state  legislature  at  age  25  where  he  learned  hy  listening  and 
observing.  He  became  a  circuit -riding  lawyer  at  age  27. 

Lincoln  had  a  goal,  and  he  was  strongly  motivated  to  work  and  study 
to  reach  it.  ...----' 

^^  Lincoln  left  us  a  legacy  of  vnr-k  and  stllfly.  He  proyed  ^ 
regardless  of  economic,  social,  parentage  or  birth  conditions,  a  young  man 
can,  by  work  and  study,  achieve  a  chosen-  goal. 

Lincoln  showed  hy  his  example  that  a  person  can  get  a  good,  sound 
education  hy  himself  if  he  has  the  initiative  and  determination  to  go  after 
it.  ■  .  .  . 

Lincoln  hy  his  example  showed  us  that  a  positive  attitude  toward  people 
and  events  helps  a  person  toward  a  goal.  He  blamed  no  one  for  his  home  life 
and  environment  which  for  the  first  30^ years  of  his  live  were  quite  meager. 
It  was  not  until  after  he  was  a  lawyer' for  several  years  that  he  had  more 
than  the  bare  necessities  of  food,  clothing,  and  shelter.  He  never 
complained  about  his  treatment  by  others,  and  he  felt  neither  underprivileged 
nor  poverty-stricken. 

» 

^^^   Llncoln  -eft  us  an  ^me  Si  jggh  competence  in  his  job 
As  a  lawyer  he  was.  competent  in  civil  and  criminal  cases.  He  handled  simple 
cases  involving  the  common  people  and  their  problems.  He  handled  complex 
cases  involving  large  corporations,  the  state,  and  the  federal  gover^ent. 
He  continued  throughout  his  circuit-riding  lawyer  days  to  improve  his 
trial  procedures,  always  asking  for  advice,  and  reading  further  to  get  more 
knowledge.  •  **■ 


^£L  Lincoln  left  us  a  legacy  of  integrity  and  nnr»stionGa  ^.n^i 
character.   His  honesty  became  legendary  and  his  conduct  exemplary.  His 
humor  tempered  his  somberness  in  voice  and  appearance. 

Although  surrounded  continuously  by  the  rough  habits  and  customs  of 
the  people  of  the  frontier  for  over  50  years  of  his  life,  he  never  smoked, 
nor  chewed  tobacco,  nor  drank  liquor.  ■ 

He  never  felt  rough  talk  and  manners  were  necessary.  He  was  courteous 
and  gentle  toward  women  and  children. 

All  who  came  in  contact  with  him  in  his  circuit -riding  days  as  a 
lawyer  came  to  love  him-and  even  his  opponents  came  to  respect  him. 

Fourth,  Lincoln  ieft  us  a  1epwpy  pf  serv±pp  fe  ^   _  ^_   ^  ^^ 
as  surveyor,  soldier,  postmaster,  legislator,  congressman,  and  as  President 
of  the  United  States.  In  all  of  these  government  services  he  performed 
conscientiously  and  with  distinction. 

He  went  beyond  the  average  in  efforts  in  helping  people.  As 
neighborhood  letter-reader  and  writer,  friends  and  strangers  came  to  depend 
on  him.  In  Ms  several  jobs  he  often  stopped  to  help  others  in  need.  As  a 
legislator  he  progressively  'studied  and  attacked  more  complex  problems. 
And  as  President  he  had  the  problems  of  a  Civil  War. 

.Fifths  Lincoln  left  us  with  a  legacy  of  cohesion  and  ag^rgtandlng 
for  our  fellow  man.  By  his  own  beliefs,  speeches,  and  actions  he  took  the 
first  positive  step  in  the  greatest  single  critical  issue  in  history  - 
namely,  that  no  man  shall  be  slave  to  any  other.-. 


Against  a  "background  of  the  Bible  and  the  teaching  of  his  mother  and 
step-mother,  he  made  up  his  mind  to  protest  against  the  conditions  of  both 
"black  and  white  people  in  servitude,  and  placed  his  life  on  the  line  for  his 
convictions . 

We  can  agree  with  Emil  Ludwig,  German  historian  and  "biographer,  who 
wrote  of  Lincoln:      . '  .  . 

"I  see  him  like  one  of  Shakespeare s  characters, 
absolutely  original,  comparable  to  none,  immemorably 
unique." 
We  who  are  here  today  have  a  share  in  the  -Legacy  of  Lincoln, 

It  is  therefore  a  fitting  memorial  to  a  great  American,  one  who  belongs  ' 

■ 

to  all  ages  and  to  all  countries,  to  honor  him  with  an, outstanding  symbol. 
It  is  proper  to  have  a  reminder  for  all  time  on  the  Northwood  Campus  of  a 
man  who  worked  hard  for  an  education,  who  made  use  of  that  education  for  a 
useful  service  to  people  and  his  country,  who  appreciated  education  for 
personal  pleasure,  and  who  considered  education  as  an  unfinished  task  for  all. 

This,  -then,  is  our  Legacy  from  Abraham  Lincoln.  — 


Dedication  of  "Lincoln  on  the  Prairie"  equestrian 

statue  at  Northwood  Institute,  Midland,  Michigan, 

on  his  birthday,  February  12,  1968,  by  Dr.  W,  Victor 

Bielinski,  Dean  of  Academic  Development,  Dr.  Blelinski 

is  a  Lincoln  scholar.  The  sculpture  of  Abraham 

Lincoln  on  a  horse  ■  was  done  by  Mrs.  Anna  Hyatt  Huntington 

who  donated  it  to  Northwood  Institute o      The  sculptress,  who 

has  sculptured  more  American  presidents  than  any  other 

person,  made  2  reproductions  of  the  Lincoln  on  the 

Prairie  statue  *•-  the  one  at  Northwood  and  an  earlier  one 

which  was  displayed  at -the  New  York  World's  Fair  and 

which  is  now  displayed  in  Springfield,  Illinois.  The 

1*<— foot  statue,  .weighing  five  tons  and  valued  at  more  than 

i>  100, 000  is  one  of  the  very  few  works  showing  Lincoln  on  a  horse < 
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President,  Arthur  E.  Turner 
DEDICATION  OP  THE  LINCOLN  STATUE  February  12,  1968 

I  am  proud  to  participate  in  this  Dedication.  I  can 
remember  very  well  flying  to  New  York  and  taking  a  train  to 
Connecticut,  then  driving  with  Dr.  Carleton  Smith  to  the 
old  Huntington  estate  and  visiting  for  the  first  time  with 
Anna  Hyatt  Huntington. 

i 

I  can  ran  ember  the  day  as  if  it  were  yesterday.  I  had 
lunch  in  her  home  and  I  saw  many  of  the  wonderful  things 
she  had  done  in  Sculpture,  and  now  to  have  the  statue  here 


^on  this  campus  is  truly  a  thrill  for  me  and  for  all  of  us. 
We  are  sorry  she  could  not  be  here — she  has  been  very  ill-- 
she  is  92  years  old. 

%s  We  have  had  thousands  of  people  come  into  the  life  of 
Northwood  Institute--Our  Board  of  Trustees,  who  met  this 
morning — our  Faculty — our  students — our  graduates — our 
administrators — our  friends  all  ov€r  the  Globe,  and  we  are 
grateful  to  all  for  their  contribution  to  the  success  of 
the  college.  ... 

And  so  to  Mrs.  Huntington — we  say  "Thank  you"  —  and  to 
all  the  Northwood  people — wherever  they  are,  we  dedicate 
this  Statue  of'Abraham  Lincoln  on  the  Prairie" 


Northwood  News  Letter 
Spring  issue  1968 


Sculptress  Gives  Statue 

Midland  Campus  dedicated  a  rare 
statue  of  President  Abraham  Lincoln  on 
horseback  on  his  birthday,  February  12. 
The  only  free  standing  statue  of  Lincoln, 
valued  at  $100,000,  was  sculptured  by 
Mrs.  Anna  Hyatt  Huntington,  leading 
sculptress  of  American  presidents.  The 
14-foot  statue  is  a  gift  of  Mrs.  Hunt- 
ington and  Dr.  Carleton  Smith,  president 
of  the  National  Arts  Foundation.  One 
other  casting  of  the  figure  stands  at 
Springfield,  111. 
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June  24,  1969 


Mr,  George  R,  E,  A.  Thomas 
14541  Evergreen 
Detroit,  Michigan  48223 

Dear  Mr,  Thomas: 

Many  thanks  for  your  card  stating 
that  the  Lincoln  statue  at  Midland,  Michigan 
is  a  duplicate  of  the  New  Salem  Huntington 
work. 

Sincerely, 


R,  Gerald  Mciurtry 
RQi:rph 
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April  5,  1973 


Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  Editor 
LINCOLN  LORE 

Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana   46801 

Dear  Mr.  McMurtry: 


Co  . 


Dr.  R.  Gary  Stauffer  and  Mrs.  Mildred  Short  have  told  me  about  your 
interest  in  Anna  Hyatt  Huntington  "Lincoln  on  the  Prairie"  statue 
on  the  Midland  Campus  Mall  of  Northwood  Institute  and  that  you  would 
like  to  receive  some  photos  of  it. 

In  fact,  Charles  Ballard,  of  Peru,  Indiana,  who  is  on  our  board  of 
trustees  and  also  on  the  board  of  governors  of  Northwood  Institute 
of  Indiana,  made  the  request  that  we  send  you  some  photos  of  the 
statue  . 


you  could  use  different  shots  at  different  times 

quite  a  bunch  of  them  --  with  and  without  people. 

late  in  the  day  with  deep  shadows  that  is  a 
That  was  taken  by  the  staff  photographer  of  The 

--  Glenn  Roberts  --  who  would  appreciate  a  men- 
tion if  you  use  that  pix  and  can  do  it.   The  mention  is  not  necessary, 
however.   Another  photo  is  of  Dr.  W.  Victor  Bielinski,  dean  of 
Academic  Development,  who  is  giving  the  dedicatory  address  after  the 
statue  was  put  in  place  on  this  campus.   Dedication  was  Monday, 
February  12,  1968. 


I  thought  probably 
so  I'm  sendi  ng  you 
There  is  one  taken 
beautiful  picture. 
Midland  Daily  News 


I  am  sending  you  a  copy  of  Dr.  Bielinski 
remarks  by  President  Arthur  E.  Turner. 


s  dedication  address  and 


I  did  not  send  you  outlines.   Will  you  select  the  photos  you  can  use 
and  return  the  others  to  me.   If  you  will  send  me  the  photo  numbers 
(most  have  them),  I'll  have  prints  made  on  those  for  which  we  do  not 
have  negatives.   If  you  wish  an  additional  print  on  those  you  decide 
to  keep,  let  me  know.   On  those  you  keep,  I'll  send  outlines  where 
that  is  necessary. 

If  you  or  any  of  your  people  are  making  a  vacation  trip  through 
Michigan  this  spring  or  summer,  stop  in  to  visit  our  campus  and  see 
the  pleasant  location  of  the  Lincoln  statue  on  the  Mall. 

Every  fall,  our  Automotive  Marketing  students  put  on  the  only  new 
car  auto  show  for  the  Saginaw  Valley  during  October  on  the  Mall. 
The  cars,  the  activity  and  the  color  swirl  around  the  auto  show  and 


NORTHWOOD        INSTITUTE 

MIDLAND,      MICHIGAN      48640 
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the  very  heart  of  it  is  the  Lincoln  statue.   The  Tenth  Annual  New 
Car  Auto  Show  will  be  held  on  the  campus  on  October  5-6-7,  which 
is  usually  at  the  height  of  the  beautiful  fall  colors  in  this  part 
of  Mi  chi  gan . 

You  know  we  have  some  very  knowledgeable  Lincoln  scholars  and  "buffs" 
in  this  area.   Dr.  Bielinski  is  a  Lincoln  scholar  of  long  standing. 
At  Saginaw,  20  miles  away,  Dr.  Mudd's  son  --  I  believe  his  first 
name  is  Richard  (Dr.  Richard  D.  Mudd)  --  is  still  trying  to  clear  his 
grandfather's  name  for  the  part  he  played  in  treating  Wilks  Booth. 
Also,  Dr.  Donald  C.  Durman,  orthopedic  surgeon  of  Saginaw,  who  died 
a  year  or  so  ago,  was  a  collector  of  Lincoln  memorabilia.   I  under- 
stand that  he  was  a  native  of  Indiana  and  attended  Butler  and  Indiana 
Uni  versi  ti  es  . 

Dr.  Bielinski  has  discussed  the  possibility  of  having  a  seminar 

once  a  year  on  campus  for  those  Lincoln  scholars,  fans  and  interested 

persons  at  which  speakers  could  present  a  program  following  a  tour  of 
the  campus  and  at  a  dinner. 

We  have  also  thought  of  the  possibility  of  a  company  seeking  a  place 
to  hold  a  summer  sales  meeting  for  its  personnel  in  a  pleasant  atmos- 
phere around  which  a  Lincoln  seminar  or  gathering  of  Lincoln  facets 
of  his  life  could  become  a  part.   There  are  some  possibilities  worth 
exploring . 

Of  particular  interest  to  Northwood  as  a  college  is  the  fact  that  its 
busi ness -oriented  philosophy  and  its  educational  courses  which  readily 
project  the  American  business  system  fit  very  much  in  with  the  Lincoln 
tradition  . 


Forgive  me  for  making  this  such  a  long  letter 
get  enthusiastic  about. 


The  subject  is  easy  to 


I'll  probably  have  a  few  more  photos  which  I  will  send  you  to  see  if 
they  fit  your  needs.   Meanwhile,  let  me  know  if  I  can  be  of  further 
hel  p . 


Cordi  al ly , 


7* 

Paul  N.  Sutton,  Director 

Public  Relations  Department 
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Mr.  Charles  E.  Ballard 

Route  4 

Peru,  Indiana   46970 
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April  9,  1973 


Mr.  Charles  E.  Ballard 

Route  4 

Peru,  Indiana  46970 

Dear  .Mr.  Ballard: 

Today  I  received  your  letter  and  photographs  of  the  Anna 
Hyatt  statue  of  Lincoln  located  at  the  Northwood  Institute  at 
Midland,  Michigan.   I  have  selected  two  8  x  10  glossy  photographs 
for  our  files.  They  are  numbered  1  70-3-118-1  and  68-2-8081-3. 
I  am  also  glad  to  have  the  February  7,  196S  news  release  for  our 
files. 

V.'e  arc  interested  in  all  information  about  Lincoln  statuary, 
however,  we  are  not  planning  any  publications  on  this  topic  at  the 
present  tine. 

I  enclose  a  booklet  about  our  Lincoln  Library-Museum.  We 
would  like  for  you  or  a  group  from  your  institution  to  pay  us  a  visit 
at  some  future  date. 

Yours  sincerely, 

R.  Gerald  McMurtry  ' 
RGM/jb 
E&C. 
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